
PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATCHITOCHES PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH OF NATCHITOCHES, STATE OF LOUISIANA 

TAKEN A REGULAR MEETING HELD, MONDAY, 
November 17, 2014 

5:30 p.m. 
                  
The Natchitoches Parish Council met in regular and legal session in 
the Council Board Room of the Natchitoches Parish C ourthouse, on 
Monday, November 17, 2014 for regular Natchitoches Parish Council 
meeting at five-thirty (5:30) o’clock p.m. 
 
The Parish of Natchitoches was then convened as the  governing 
authority by Chairman Aaron Johnson who stated that  the Parish was 
ready for the transaction of business. 
 
The invocation was given by Reverend Steve Harris a nd the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Chairman Aaron Johnson. 
 
After the roll call there were present Chairman Aar on Johnson and 
Councilmen Rodney Bedgood, Ricky LaCour, Chris Paig e, and John Salter.  
 
There was absent: None. 
 
Chairman Johnson then asked if there were any visit ors who would like 
to speak and Mrs. Tina Matthews-McCart from our Nat chitoches Parish 
Head Start and other employees from the Head Start Program wanted to 
address that their monthly  paychecks were reduced by 4% and they 
wanted their money to be returned back to them beca use they expressed 
that they work hard for their money. The Head Start  employees 
expressed over a nine month period this amount is s ignificant to each 
of them and they think its unfair to reduce their p ay this way.  The 
employees expressed also that they are funded by th e federal 
government, scheduled pay raises are only given whe n the federal 
government allows a cost of living raise(COLA). 
 
Parish President Rick Nowlin addressed the issue an d then Parish 
Treasurer Debbie Miley also stated that the Head St art Child Food 
Grant Budget would have to be approved anyway that night and that we 
needed to amend the agenda to add it on it. Parish Treasurer, Debbie 
Miley had a Budget that included no increase in wag es and a Budget 
that includes 2.00% increase in wages. 
 
On motion by Mr. John Salter, duly seconded by Mr. Ricky LaCour, that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular and leg al session, does 
hereby amend the agenda by placing the Head Start a nd Child Food Grant 
Budget on the agenda to be voted on without a wage increase or with a 
2.00% wage increase. 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
              
      Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Salter _x__   ___    ____  ____  
  Councilman LaCour _x_    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood _x__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson _x _   ___    ___   ___ 
  Councilman Paige  ___    ___    _ _   _x__  
  
          Motion Passed 
  
Relative to the items discussed about the Head Star t Budget the 
following action was taken: 
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On motion by Mr. John Salter, duly seconded by Mr. Ricky LaCour, 
that the Natchitoches Parish Government, in regular  and legal 
session convened, does hereby approve the Natchitoc hes Parish 
Head Start Budget with a 2.00% effective March 1, 2 015  and 
authorize the President to sign any or all paperwor k required for the 
submission of the Head Start Budget(March 1, 2015-F ebruary 29, 2016) 
required paperwork . The break down is listed as follows: 
 
   Program Operations     $2,264,069 
   Training & Technical Assistance $   29,680 
   Total      $2,293,749 
Twenty-percent (20%)of the total is Inkind. 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Salter   X _    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman LaCour _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood __X__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson _ X _   __     ___   ___ 
  Councilman Paige  ___    ___    _ _   _X__ 
 
          Motion Passed 
Public Comments there were none. 
 
On motion by Mr. Ricky LaCour, duly seconded by Mr.  Chris Paige, that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular and leg al session, does 
hereby adopt the minutes of the regular meeting of the Natchitoches 
Parish Council held Monday, October 20, 2014. 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
              
      Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Lacour _x__   ___    ____  ____  
  Councilman Paige  _x_    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood _x__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson _x _   ___    ___   ___ 
  Councilman Salter _x__    ___    _ _   ___  
  
          Motion Passed 
 
Chairman Johnson then stated that the next item on the agenda was   
Council to consider adopting a Resolution to hold a n election in 
Fire District 5 in the Parish of Natchitoches on Sa turday March 
28, 2015, to authorize the renewal of a parcel fee therein. 
 
On motion by Mr. Chris Paige, duly seconded by Mr. John Salter, that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular and leg al session, does 
hereby adopt the resolution to hold an election in Fire District 5 
in the Parish of Natchitoches on Saturday March 28,  2015, to 
authorize the renewal of a parcel fee therein :  
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
              
      Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Paige  _x__   ___    ____  ____  
  Councilman Salter _x_    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood _x__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson _x _   ___    ___   ___ 
  Councilman LaCour _x__    ___    _ _   ___  
  
          Motion Passed 
        
Chairman Johnson then stated that the next item on the agenda was  
Council approval for making a correction on the Res olution from  
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last month on the continue participation in the Fed eral Bridge 
Replacement program to correct the dates of January  1, 2015 
through December 31, 2015 to the current year dates  of January 
1, 2014 through December 31, 2014. 
 
On motion by Mr. Ricky LaCour, duly seconded by Mr.  John Salter, that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular and leg al session, does 
hereby approve making a correction on the Resolution from last 
month on the continue participation in the Federal Bridge 
Replacement program to correct the dates of January  1, 2015 
through December 31, 2015 to the current year dates  of January 
1, 2014 through December 31, 2014. 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Paige    X _    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Johnson __X__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman LaCour _ X _   __     ___   ___ 
  Councilman Salter __X_    ___    _ _   ___ 
 
          Motion Passed 
 
Chairman Johnson then stated that the next item on the agenda was   
to give recognition and plaques to retirees Mr. Jam es Johnikin 
and Ms. Rosemary Matthews from the Natchitoches Par ish Head 
Start. 
 
Both of these retirees wasn't present to receive th eir plaques 
and recognition and it will be given to them at a l ater date. 
 
Chairman Johnson then stated that the next item on the agenda was 
Council to consider prioritizing the selected roads  from each 
Councilman Districts to be submitted for Capital Ou tlay Budget 
Request. 
 
Public Works Director, Nick Verret gave a brief sum mary of how he went 
by gathering information on the determined prioritization of these 
roads by the roads that are in the worst condition and that also 
affect the greatest number of citizens and the seco nd factor 
that should be considered in the prioritization of projects is 
the number of citizens affected. 
 
Public Works, Director Nick Verret suggested these streets 
should be listed in the below prioritized order for  repairs 
 
   1.  Payne Subdivision 
   2.  Harmony Road 
   3.  Goldonna Road 
   4.  Fish Hatchery Road 
   5.  Blanchard  
 
Councilman Chris Paige spoke that he feels that the  residents in Payne 
Subdivision has been waiting for three(3) to four(4 )years waiting on 
their streets to be repaired. And he hope they can consider putting 
Payne Subdivision first on the priority list. Counc ilman Bedgood, 
stated he have been waiting even longer for some of  his roads, but 
they need to choose a road and get that road comple ted and move on to 
another road. He feels that they need to make a dec ision to begin one  
project at a time getting it completed and beginnin g on a new one 
before we loose everything. 
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On motion by Mr. Chris Paige, duly seconded by Mr. Rodney Bedgood, 
that the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular an d legal session, 
does hereby approve prioritizing the Councilman Dis trict Roads in the 
following order:   
    1. Payne Subdivision 
    2. Harmony Road 
    3. Goldonna Road 
    4. Fish Hatchery Road 
    5. Blanchard Road 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Paige    X _    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Johnson __X__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman LaCour _ X _   __     ___   ___ 
  Councilman Salter __X_    ___    _ _   ___ 
 
          Motion Passed 
 
Chairman Johnson then stated that the next item on the agenda was to 
consider adopting a resolution confirming the re-
appointments/appointments to the following boards/c ommissions: 
 
Ms. Sheryl Frederick for appointment to the Natchit oches Parish Head 
Start Policy Council Board. 
 
Ms. Marilyn McMurtry for appointment to the Natchit oches Parish 
Tourist Commission Board. 
 
On motion by Mr. Rodney Bedgood, duly seconded by M r. Ricky LaCour, 
that the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular an d legal session, 
does hereby adopt the resolution confirming the re-
appointment/appointments of the following members t o these boards and 
commissions:  
 
Ms. Sheryl Frederick for appointment to the Natchit oches Parish Head 
Start Policy Council Board. 
 
Ms. Marilyn McMurtry for appointment to the Natchit oches Parish 
Tourist Commission Board. 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Bedgood   X _    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman LaCour _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Johnson __X__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Paige  _ X _   __     ___   ___ 
  Councilman Salter __X_    ___    _ _   ___ 
 
          Motion Passed 
 
Chairman Johnson then stated that the next item on the agenda was  
Consider introducing Ordinance #17-2014 to delete 0 .102 of the 
Harvey Birdwell Road, Parish Road No. 587A from the  Parish Road 
System per Mr. Doug Birdwell. 
 
Public Works Director, Nick Verret addressed this b y showing 
that the northernmost part of this road needs to be  removed from 
the parish road system exactly 0.102 of it and the remaining 
sections of this road will remain in the system. 
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On motion by Mr. John Salter, duly seconded by Mr. Chris Paige, that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular and leg al session, does 
hereby  introduce Ordinance #17-2014 to delete 0.10 2 of the Harvey 
Birdwell Road from the Parish Road System per Mr. D oug Birdwell. 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
  

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Salter __X _    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman Paige  _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood __X__    ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson __X _   ___    ___   ___ 
  Councilman LaCour _ X _    ___    _ _   ___  
           
          Motion Passed 
 
Chairman Johnson then stated that the next item on the agenda was  
Consider introducing Ordinance #18-2014 to add an n ew 
constructed street into the Parish Road System.  Th is street is 
a 1,200 linear foot extension of Independence Stree t, which is 
currently in the Parish System. 
 
Discussion was done on this and Mr. Verret, stated that Mr. 
Ralph Ingram has went from the beginning to end fol lowing proper 
protocol. 
 
On motion by Mr. Chris Paige, duly seconded by Mr. Ricky LaCour, that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular and leg al session, does 
hereby  introduce Ordinance #18-2014 to add an new constructed 
street into the Parish Road System. This street is a 1,200 
linear foot extension of Independence Street, which  is currently 
in the Parish System. 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
  

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Paige  __X _    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman LaCour _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood __X__    ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson __X _   ___    ___   ___ 
  Councilman Salter _ _    _X__    _ _   ___  
           
          Motion Passed 
 
Chairman Johnson then stated that the next item on the agenda was  
Consider authorizing the Parish President to submit  an LGAP 
Application in the amount of $75,000 for the purpos e of 
purchasing road maintenance materials and for full- depth asphalt 
repair work. 
 
On motion by Mr. Chris Paige, duly seconded by Mr. John Salter, that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular and leg al session, does 
hereby a uthorize the Parish President to submit an LGAP 
Application in the amount of $75,000 for the purpos e of 
purchasing road maintenance materials and for full- depth asphalt 
repair work. 
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On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
  

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Paige  __X _    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman Salter _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood __X__    ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson __X _   ___    ___   ___ 
  Councilman LaCour _ X _    ___    _ _   ___  
          
          Motion Passed 
 
Chairman Johnson then stated that the next item on the agenda was  
Consider authorizing the Parish President to submit  letters to 
the Office of Community Development Louisiana Divis ion of 
Administration requesting a change in scope of work  for the 
following LGAP grants to be used in conjunction wit h LGAP File # 
1314-NTC- 0002 in the amount of $14,800 for the pur chase of a 
generator by the Goldonna Water System:  
 
  1. File #1213-NTC-0004 in the amount of $10,000; 
  2. File #1213-NTC-0005 in the amount of $2,000; 
  3. File #1314-NTC-0003 in the amount of $25,000 
 
On motion by Mr. Chris Paige, duly seconded by Mr. John Salter, that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular and leg al session, does 
hereby a uthorize the Parish President to submit letters to the 
Office of Community Development Louisiana Division of 
Administration requesting a change in scope of work  for the 
following LGAP grants to be used in conjunction wit h LGAP File # 
1314-NTC- 0002 in the amount of $14,800 for the pur chase of a 
generator by the Goldonna Water System:  
 
  1. File #1213-NTC-0004 in the amount of $10,000; 
  2. File #1213-NTC-0005 in the amount of $2,000; 
  3. File #1314-NTC-0003 in the amount of $25,000 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
  

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Paige  __X _    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman Salter _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood __X__    ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson __X _   ___    ___   ___ 
  Councilman LaCour _ X _    ___    _ _   ___  
          
          Motion Passed 
 
Chairman Johnson stated that he need to amend the a genda to add 
his name Lt. Commander Aaron Johnson and US Marine Retired Grant 
Bolden to receive a proclamation for their extraord inary 
leadership in the development of the Veterans Memor ial Park. 
 
On motion by Mr. Chris Paige, duly seconded by Mr. Ricky LaCour, that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular and leg al session, does 
hereby amend the agenda to add Lt. Commander Aaron Johnson and  US 
Marine Retired Grant Bolden to receive a proclamati on for their 
extraordinary leadership in the development of the Veterans Memorial 
Park. 
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On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
              
      Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Paige  _x__   ___    ____  ____  
  Councilman LaCour _x_    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood _x__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson _x _   ___    ___   ___ 
  Councilman Salter _x__    ___    _ _   ___  
  
          Motion Passed 
 
Proclamation recognizing Lt. Col. Robert Gillan(US Army, Ret)for 
his extraordinary leadership in the development of the Veterans 
Memorial Park and the Park dedication held on Novem ber 11, 2014 
and a Proclamation recognizing Mr. Charles Eddie Ha rrington for 
his leadership in the planning, organizing, and the  conducting 
of the re-enactment of a Civil War battle in Natchi toches on 
October 31-November 2, 2014.  
 
Chairman Johnson then stated that the next item on the agenda was to 
consider a settlement offer in the matter of a clai m for damages to 
property owned by Mr. Robert Morgan. "Executive Ses sion" 
 
Chairman Johnson stated by recommendation from the Parish Attorney 
this should be tabled to a later date. 
 
On motion by Mr. John Salter, duly seconded by Mr. Ricky LaCour, that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular and leg al session, does 
hereby table the Council considering a settlement o ffer in the matter 
of a claim for damages to property owned by Mr. Rob ert Morgan. 
"Executive Session" 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
              
      Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Salter _x__   ___    ____  ____  
  Councilman LaCour _x_    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood _x__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson _x _   ___    ___   ___ 
  Councilman Paige  _x__    ___    _ _   ___  
  
          Motion Passed 
 
Chairman Johnson then recognized Mr. Nick Verret, D irector of Public 
Works, who presented his reports.  
 
The mechanical pothole patcher is still awaiting th e receipt of parts 
from an out-of-state vendor for its repair, which w as shipped on 
November 6. 
 
Davis Surveying was retained to provide a survey of  a 1-acre tract at 
the intersection of LA-117 and LA-478 for enclosure  of the bin site 
there, following which the Parish will acquire this  tract from Hancock 
Land Management at a cost of $2,500. 
 
Coco Bed Road is still awaiting execution of the Co operative Endeavor 
Agreement with the Office of Facility Planning and Control before 
design work can begin. 
 
Surplus Equipment Auction the Parish received a tot al of $24,636 from 
the sale of surplus equipment through Lasyone's Auc tions on October 
18.  Of this total, $1,000 will be credited to the Government 
Buildings fund from the sale of the propane tank at  the Courthouse and 
the remainder will go to the Highway fund.  



 
Chairman Johnson then recognized Ms. Sharon Harris  OCS/Head Start 
Executive Director. Ms. Harris went over her report  discussing LIHEAP 
which the program assisted 62 households for the mo nth of October 
which totaled $23,150.00.  And at this time the pro gram has ran out of 
funds. 
 
Food for Seniors which provided 40-pound box to individuals 60 year s. 
November 20, 2014 is the distribution date. 
 
The Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) Provided rental and/or 
utility deposit assistance-one(1) household enrolle d for $480.30 
Provided clothing assistance for 5 individuals. 
 
Commodity provided Services for the  month of September were 142 
households. Distribution is for November 20, 2014. 
 
HEADSTART: 
1. Enrollment as of today, 11/14/2014 is 309 childr en full 
enrollment. Recruitment efforts are ongoing. 
 
2. Attendance: 86.79% 
 
3. Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) 
 Meals: Breakfast5,202; Lunch-5,206; Snack-5,202 
 Total Reimbursement $29,495.25. 
 
SENIOR COMPANION PROGRAM (SCP): 
 38 SCP Volunteers 
 3301 volunteer hours $8,747.65 
 6,6732 miles 
 39 clients. 
 
At this time Chairman Johnson ask to amend the agen da to add the 
awarding of all insurance's for the Parish of Natch itoches for the 
2015 year. 
 
On motion by Mr. Ricky LaCour, duly seconded by Mr.  Rodney Bedgood, 
that the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular an d legal session, 
does hereby amend the agenda to add the awarding of  insurance for the 
2015 Parish Insurance for the Parish of Natchitoche s. 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
   

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman LaCour __X_    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Johnson __X__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Paige  __X _   __     ___   ___ 
  Councilman Salter __X_    ___    _ _   ___  
 
          Motion Passed 
 
Ms. Debbie Miley, Parish Treasurer went into length y and detailed 
information concerning all of the Insurance's that the Parish offers. 
She gave comparisons of each agency that submitted a bid for these 
different types of Insurance's. She stated that we should keep our 
same Health Insurance coverage with the same provid er CMSI is the 
company that we will keep our MCO Plan/Standard Pla n for Health 
Insurance with Agent of record will be Jim Sandifer . Dental, Life, and 
Accidental Death and Dismember Insurance will be wi th Lincoln 
National. Property and Auto will be with CNA, agent  of record will be 
Louisiana Risk Services. Worker's Compensation will  be with Luba, 
Public Official Liability will be with CNA, and Inl and Marine will be 
with (CNA)Continental Casualty. 
 
Relative to this, a lengthy discussion was done on this item.  After 
this discussion, the following action was taken: 
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On motion by Mr. John Salter, duly seconded by Mr. Ricky LaCour that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in special and leg al session 
convened, does hereby approve the Health Insurance coverage with CMSI  
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
   

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Salter __X_    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman LaCour _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood __X__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson __X _   __     ___   ___ 
  Councilman Paige  __X_    ___    _ _   ___  
 
          Motion Passed 
 
On motion by Mr. John Salter, duly seconded by Mr. Ricky LaCour that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in special and leg al session 
convened, does hereby approve the Dental, Life, and  Accidental Death 
and Dismember Insurance will be with Lincoln Nation al . 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
   

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Salter __X_    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman Lacour _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood __X__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson __X _   __     ___   ___ 
  Councilman Paige  __X_    ___    _ _   ___  
 
          Motion Passed 
 
On motion by Mr. John Salter, duly seconded by Mr. Ricky LaCour that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in special and leg al session 
convened, does hereby approve the Auto, Property, W orker's 
Compensation, Public Officials Liability and Inland  Marine with 
Louisiana Risk Services with CNA . 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 
   

Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain 
  Councilman Salter __X_    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman LaCour _ X _    ___     ___   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood __X__   ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson __X _   __     ___   ___ 
  Councilman Paige  __X_    ___    _ _   ___  
 
          Motion Passed 
 
Chairman Johnson then recognizes Ms. Debbie Miley, Parish Treasurer, 
Ms. Miley then went on to discuss her reports givin g status updates on  
the 2014 Active Bookings for Inmates & Outstanding Coroners/Inmate 
Expenses. 
 
She asked the Council if they had any questions for  her and there was 
none. 
 
Chairman Johnson then recognized Parish President R ick Nowlin he gave 
an update on: 
 
CAPITAL OUTLAY: 
The State Bond Commission approved the following pr oject 
recommendations made by the Governor's Office at it s meeting on 
October 16, 2014: 
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 1.   Coco Bed Road Improvements: $180,000 P2 Cash.  (In addition  
  to $100,000 previously approved) 
 
 status:  An amendment to the CEA for the project is being 
 prepared, bringing the total State funding to $280,000. 
 
 2. Courthouse Security Improvements: $30,000 P2 Ca sh and   
  $380,000 P5 Non Cash. Status:  We are waiting on the CEA  
  from the state. 
 
 3. Old River Bridge: $85,000 P2 Cash. (In addition  to $535,000 
  previously approved) 
 
 status: The Parish is unable to proceed at this time due to the 
 lack of sufficient state funding to complete the project and the 
 required local match amount. A new FY 2015-2016 application has 
 been submitted for the remaining funds required for the project. 
 
FIRE DISTRICTS: 
 
Mr. Hulen Clark, Chairman of the board of Fire Dist rict 4 has informed 
us that the district rating has been reduced to a r ating of 5. 
 
PERSONNEL: 
 
Mr. Karl Sowell, a Parish employee, raised a questi on at a recent 
Council meeting in regard to the withdrawal of fund s from his 
retirement account without his knowledge or authori zation.  The 
paperwork has came back from Parochial Employee's R etirement System 
office in Baton Rouge providing documentation indic ated that Mr. 
Sowell signed the release forms and endorsed the ch ecks received from 
the system. Based on upon the information provided by PERS, it appears 
that Mr. Sowell requested the funds in question. If  he feels that 
someone has fraudulent signed his name to the paper s he could contact 
the sheriff's office for further investigation and action. 
 
Mr. Donald Charles, a Parish employee, raised a que stion at a recent 
Council meeting in regard to the Parish's attempt t o ascertain any 
physical limitations he may have.  The purpose of t he Parish efforts 
was to identify what limitations existed, if any, a nd to incorporate 
reasonable adjustments to Mr. Charles' work assignm ent in order to 
reduce the probability of any injury to Mr. Charles .  Mr. Charles 
should not undertake any physical activity that wou ld cause him any 
injury and any tasks not performed by Mr. Charles a t the Health Unit 
will be performed by courthouse maintenance staff. 
 
Mrs. Cathy Creamer, Account Clerk II, has been appo inted EEO officer 
for the Parish, effective November 17, 2014. Mrs. C reamer presently 
handles employee compensation and benefits programs  and this 
additional role is a natural extension of her dutie s. 
  
HEAD START:  
 a.  On September 4, 2014, we received a Notice of 
Deficiency from the LA Department of Environmental Quality for 
failing to have an Asbestos Management Plan (AMP) a t the Head 
Start center at 415 MLK Drive.  After searching Hea d Start and 
Parish Files and not finding any AMP, we contacted the 
Natchitoches Parish School Board. When the school b oard was not 
able to assist us, the Parish Council authorized a contract with 
CEC for the preparation of the AMP.  CEC began its work on 
November 12th and it is estimated that the Parish s hould receive 
CEC's report within four (4) to six (6) weeks.  LA DEQ has been 
notified of the status of our efforts to comply wit h its 
regulations. 
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EL CAMINO REAL CORRIDOR: 
Mr. James W. Scarborough and the Parish President a ttended the El 
Camino meeting in Winnfield on October 22, 2014.  D uring the meeting, 
the President was elected president of the commissi on and Mr. 
Scarborough was re-elect secretary-treasurer. 
 
President has worked with DOTD in the filing of a F Y2015-2016 Capital 
Outlay Application that includes the El Camino proj ects in 
Natchitoches, Winn and LaSalle Parishes.  The total  amount of the 
application over five (5) years is in excess of $15 9,000,000. 
 
Parish President also gave a list of his Recent eve nts and his  
upcoming events. 
 
Since there was no other business, the following ac tion was taken:  
 
On motion by Mr. John Salter, duly seconded by Rodn ey Bedgood, that 
the Natchitoches Parish Council, in regular and leg al session  
convened, does hereby adjourn until the next regula r or called meeting 
of the Natchitoches Parish Council. 
 
On a roll call vote, the vote thereon was as follow s: 

 
             Aye   Nay   Absent  Abstain    
  Councilman Salter _X_    ___    _ _   ___  
  Councilman Bedgood _X_    ___     _ _   ___ 
  Councilman Johnson _X_     ___    _ _   ___   
  Councilman LaCour _X_    ___      _ _   ___  
  Councilman Paige  _X__   ___    ___   ___   
  
       Motion Passed 
 
 
 
Attest:       __________________________ 
        Aaron Johnson, Chairman             
_______________________ 
Sheryl Frederick, 
Council Clerk 
 


